You can't predict.
You can prepare.

YOU are young and have a lifetime
ahead! However, in the midst of
your life, are there important
things you might have overlooked?
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Have you done enough to ensure
that you and your family are well
taken care of? Having just started
your career, budget may be tight.

For just $10 a month, our
i-Young Plan takes care of your
short term financial commitments
and your family’s financial well-
being should anything unexpected
happen to you.

*Up to $100, 000 protection cover

* Hospitalisation cover of $150 per day
¢ Hassle-free online application

e Automatically renewable till age 29

For more details, call 6477 7575 or
SMS <1052> <your name> and
send to 9822 1668.

Take charge of
your health today!

Where your health matters, early
detection can make a world of difference.

NTUC Income Health Screening offers you

many advantages:

e 8 medical centres conveniently located
islandwide

e Packages start from an affordable $130

e Comprehensive tests are available for
almost any medical condition

¢ Flexibility in scheduling of
appointments, or in accommodating
your special requests

Act now, call 6788 8788 to book your
appointment.

For more information, log on to
www.income.com.sg/healthscreening
or email healthmatters@income.com.sg

Free* fire extinguisher

with Home Insurance

Safeguard your home, and

enjoy attractive 15%
discount for a 3-year plan

NTUC INCOME'S Home Insurance covers
your home against damages caused by
fire, and other perils like flooding,
lightning and theft. You will also be
covered against public liability as in the
case of injuries or damages caused by
falling windows.

To promote home safety,
policyholders who buy or renew a
Home Insurance package with at least
$150 in premium, will receive a FREE
fire extinguisher worth $35.

And if you take a 3-year plan, you
enjoy an additional 15% discount on top
of our very competitive rates.

Our home insurance plan covers
the following risks:

e Liability to the public for up to $350,000
¢ Personal accident and medical expenses

e Fire, explosion and flooding

e Damages to personal computer and
television caused by lightning

Bursting/overflowing domestic water

tanks/pipes

e Impact by vehicle

¢ Removal of debris following damage

The annual premium for basic HDB plans:

3Room 4Room 5Room Exec/HUDC
$35 $50 $60 $75
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Civil service job cuts for ‘accountability’

SINGAPORE'’S retrenchment figure,
which dropped to 2,055 in the second
quarter of this year — the lowest in three-
and-a-half years — might dip even further
in the coming months.

Said Dr Ng Eng Hen, Minister
for Manpower and Second Minister for
Education: “For most economies, the
labour market and job situation lags
behind the economic situation by about
half a year. When business goes up for
employers, they will hire more and
retrench less.

“Businesses are gearing up towards
better and greater demand to create more
jobs, which should ease our unemploy-
ment.”

Dr Ng said the year-end festive season
was traditionally the strongest hiring
period. But the ministry would stick with
its official unemployment rate forecast of
four per cent for the year.

As for the headcount cutting exercise

in the civil service, Dr Ng said it “should
not be seen as a manpower reduction, but
rather a way of becoming more efficient”.

Up to 8,100 jobs — or about 9 per cent
of the civil service headcount — will be cut
over the next three years in an attempt to
restructure and streamline the Govern-
ment.

This is “to ensure we are accountable
to the Government”.

“We must seek to be efficient and lean
because this involves taxpayers’ money. It
doesn’t mean that we will reduce man-
power because we have to.

“It should be seen as a way to make
sure that manpower is consistent with the
needs of the agency,” said Dr Ng.

He was speaking to reporters at the
Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC Healthy Heart Day,
where he worked out and ran alongside
some 2,000 residents as well as Home
Affairs Minister Wong Kan Seng at the
Toa Payoh Stadium. — Lee U-Wen

A second chance
for some prisoners

Restaurant couple trains and hires them

Lee U-Wen
u-wen@newstoday.com.sg
AFTER watching prison
inmates slice and dice their
way through July’s North
East Iron Chef competi-
tion, restaurant owners
Jefri Sidik and wife Madam
Noeli were so impressed
that they wanted to do
their part to help some of
them.

Today, one reformed
convict and two others on
the home detention
scheme are undergoing on-
the-job training at the cou-
ple’s Seri Kampung restau-
rant at Geylang Serai.

This initiative is the first
such spin-off from the com-
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Inmates on the home detention scheme learning to prepare

food at the Seri Kampung restaurant.

(Call us for a quotation if you are a landed
property or condominium owner)

For more information, call 6788 5255
(Mon - Fri 8:30am - 9pm, Sat 9am - 3pm),
email Ginsure@income.com.sg or
contact your insurance adviser.

*Minimum purchase of $150 in premium
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petition.

“We decided to make
this a training ground for
inmates. They will learn
here and are not obliged to
continue after completing
their sentence,” said
Mr Jefri.

“We just want to give
them a second chance
because we know how diffi-
cult life can be (for them),”
he added.

This trio of ex-offenders
has the Singapore Corpora-
tion of Rehabilitative Enter-
prises (Score) to thank for
helping them find employ-
ment.

Each year, Score trains
more than 400 inmates for

jobs through courses and
work attachments.

“We help them find jobs
in the sales industry or at
restaurants. Our Employ-
ment Assistance Unit sees
about six to eight ex-
inmates daily,” said the
unit’s senior manager,

Mr Edward Wong.

One 38-year-old ex-
inmate had just completed
his five-and-a-half year sen-
tence for drug abuse and
started work at the restau-
rant yesterday.

With a big smile, he
said: “I feel great — I get to
prove myself and show

society that I can be useful.

Today, I peeled onions and

chopped vegetables.”

Another reformed drug
addict, aged 41, has four
months to go on his home
detention programme.

“If all goes well, I will
finish the rest of my sen-
tence here and see if I can
move on,” he said.

Speaking to reporters at
the restaurant’s official
opening yesterday, the Min-
ister of State for Foreign
Affairs and Mayor of North
East CDC, Mr Zainul
Abidin Rasheed, said: “I
applaud this move by Seri
Kampung ... Hopefully,
more organisations in the
private sector will come
forward to play their part.”



